TOWN OF BENNETT MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 14, 2023
 
Chairman Brett Hunter, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Other officers in attendance were Wesley Koehler and Timothy Haskins, Supervisors, Tamara Johnson, Town Clerk and Stephanie Lintula, Town Treasurer.
 
Notices of the meeting with the agenda were posted at the Town Hall, Recycle Center, and the Town Website on August 7, 2023.
 
MINUTES: The minutes of the July 10, 2023, Regular Board meeting were read by the clerk.  Moved by Tim, seconded by Wes, to approve as read.  Motion Carried.
 
APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT:  Moved by Tim, seconded by Wes, to pay the bills, checks #19331-19367, ACH payroll dated 7/21/23, 8/3/23, 8/17/23, and August automatic withholding payments to Wisconsin Department of Revenue, IRS, Wisconsin Retirement System (WRS) and Nationwide 457B plan payments. Motion Carried.
 
REPORTS:   
TREASURER: The July 31, 2023, balance of the Checking Account was $32,288.58, Money Market was $119,044.66, and ICS Account had a balance of $0.01. The accounts balanced with the bank as of July 31, 2023. Moved by Tim, seconded by Wes to accept the report as presented. Motion Carried.
 
FIRE DEPARMENT: Travis Theien, Fire Chief, gave a report on the activities of the Fire Department.  His report is attached to the original of these minutes. Wes moved, Tim seconded the fire department report. Motion carried.
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Bruce Sutherland gave the highway department report. His report is attached to the original of these minutes. Tim moved, Wes seconded the highway department report.  Motion carried.
 
CONSTABLE: Jay Burfield, Constable, gave his report. His report is attached to the original of these minutes. Wes moved to approve the constable report.  Tim seconded.  Motion carried.
 
CEMETERY SEXTON: Charles Martineau, Sexton, submitted reports on Cemetery and mowing activities.  His report is attached to the original of these minutes.  Motion carried.
 
DOUGLAS COUNTY: N/A
 
OLD BUSINESS:
Research Grant Options and Plans for Town Garage: Brett is still working on getting more bids.  One bid has been received.
 
Consider Dump Truck Purchase/Lease from Boyer Trucks: The approximate purchase price is $300,000. The clerk and treasurer will need to check into financing options and Bruce will check on what kind of down payment would be required to order.
 
List Equipment on Wisconsin Surplus (2006 F350, Rescue and Pumper): Tim moved to approve listing the equipment for sale, Wes seconded.  Motion carried.
 
NEW BUSINESS
Area Variance: Matthew Benson &Jacqui Koosman: Wes moved to send in the variance with no objections. Tim seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Select Fuel Supplier for the Town Highway Department:
Wes moved to switch vendors for fuel, oil, and propane to Midland Services.  Seconded by Tim.  Motion Carried.  Bruce will call both Heinz & Midland.
 
Discuss Hiring Town Equipment Operator: The board discussed the job description and getting the job posted. They also discussed full-time vs. part-time.  Wes moved to post the job as full-time position.  Tim seconded.  Motion Carried.
 
Cut Trees at Town Hall/Fire Hall:
Bruce and Charlie are looking at cleaning out the dead trees and clearing trees behind the dumpster for plowing purposes.  Tim moved to have Bruce and Charlie cut down the trees discussed and allow Charlie to take the wood.  Wes seconded.  Motion Carried.
 
Burial of Farm Animals by Town Employees:
Brett moved to discontinue the town burial of farm animals.  Wes seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Line Road Weight Limit:
Wes prepared an ordinance to post a weight limit on the Line Road.  Hawthorne owns ½ of the road.  Brett will talk to Hawthorne about posting the road.
 
Replace Stove/Refrigerator in Town Kitchen:
Wes moved to research new appliances and cost to replace the kitchen appliances for the 2024 budget.
 
Budget Amendments: Wes moved to approve Budget Amendment #TB-2023-04-R.  Seconded by Tim.  Motion Carried.
 
Review Permits Issued by Douglas County: No Action Needed
 
Correspondence: No Action Needed
 
Public Comment:  Tim Haskins talked about getting together with Eunice on the Messany Road to see about getting a turn-around installed before winter.
 
Ann Mini would like to present the Minnesuing Sanitary District change of officers.  We will put it on the September agenda.
 
ADJOURNMENT: Being there was no further business, Wes moved to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. Seconded by Tim. Motion Carried
 
Respectfully submitted,
Tamara Johnson, Town Clerk

