TOWN OF BENNETT MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
September 11, 2023
 
Chairman Brett Hunter, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. Other officers in attendance were Wesley Koehler and Timothy Haskins, Supervisors, Tamara Johnson, Town Clerk and Stephanie Lintula, Town Treasurer.
 
Notices of the meeting with the agenda were posted at the Town Hall, Recycle Center, and the Town Website on September 5, 2023.
 
MINUTES: The minutes of the August 14, 2023, Regular Board meeting were read by the clerk.  Moved by Wes, seconded by Tim, to approve as read.  Motion Carried.
 
APPROVE BILLS FOR PAYMENT:  Moved by Tim, seconded by Wes, to pay the bills, checks #19368-19401, ACH payroll dated 8-31-23, 9-14-23, and September automatic withholding payments to Wisconsin Department of Revenue, IRS, Wisconsin Retirement System (WRS). Motion Carried.
 
REPORTS:   
TREASURER: The account balances on August 31, 2023, were: Checking Account -- $18,671.29, Money Market -- $149,807.86, and ICS Account -- $0.01. The accounts balanced with the bank as of August 31, 2023. Moved by Wes, seconded by Tim to accept the report as presented. Motion Carried.
 
FIRE DEPARMENT: Travis Theien, Fire Chief, gave a report on the activities of the Fire Department.  His report is attached to the original of these minutes. Wes moved to approve the fire department report. Tim seconded. Motion carried.
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT: Bruce Sutherland gave the highway department report. His report is attached to the original of these minutes. Wes moved to approve the highway department report, Tim seconded.  Motion carried.
 
CONSTABLE: The constable’s report was read by the clerk. The report is attached to the original of these minutes. Tim moved to approve the constable report.  Wes seconded.  Motion carried.
 
CEMETERY SEXTON: Charles Martineau, Sexton, submitted reports on Cemetery and mowing activities.  His report is attached to the original of these minutes.  Tim moved to approve the cemetery reports. Seconded by Wes. Motion carried.
 
DOUGLAS COUNTY: N/A
 
OLD BUSINESS:
Research Grant Options and Plans for Town Garage: Brett and Bruce have finalized the plans for the town garage.  They will present it at Budget time to see if the town can get it in the budget.
 
Consider Dump Truck Purchase/Lease from Boyer Trucks: The board decided to postpone discussion of purchasing a truck until the budget workshop.
 
List Equipment on Wisconsin Surplus (2006 F350, Rescue and Pumper): Brett finished up the posting to list the F350, the Rescue Truck and the Pumper on the Wisconsin Surplus Site.  He will post the ad for 30-days.  The board agreed to put a minimum on the F350 of $3,500.  The rescue and pumper will not have a minimum bid.  Brett plans to get this posted on the site on Tuesday, September 12, 2023.
 
Discuss Hiring Town Operator: Tim moved that the job opening notice with contact information updated to Tim Haskins and Brett Hunter, be posted with applications due to the town clerk by October 1, 2023.  The notice should be posted at the Town Hall, Recycle Center, Town Website, Superior Telegram (2 weeks) and a copy sent to Casey Aronson, Union Rep for IUOE Local 139. Seconded by Wes.  Motion Carried.
 
Line Road Weight Limit: Wes Moved to approve the weight limit ordinance on the Line Road.  Seconded by Tim.  Motion Carried.  Brett will get the ordinance to the Town of Hawthorne for their signatures as it is a shared road.
 
Messany Road Turn-Around: Bruce Sutherland and Brett Hunter went and looked at Messany Road for a turn-around space.  They are now waiting to hear from Jason Jackman, County Commissioner, on the road dimensions and right-of-way.
 
NEW BUSINESS
Lake Minnesuing Sanitary District—Appoint Officers: Wes moved to approve the appointment of Joe Dusek, President, Mark Fredrickson, Treasurer and Debbie Anderson, Secretary, of the Lake Minnesuing Sanitary District. Tim seconded.  Motion carried.
 
Mowing of Town Roads: Bruce let the board know that he has about 1 week of mowing that may not be able to be finished due to only one employee now and other priorities before winter. The board said that he should just do what he can.
 
Set Date for Budget Workshop: Date set at Monday, October 16, 2023, at 6 p.m. to hold budget workshop.  Budgets from fire department, highway department, cemetery and town board should be submitted as soon as possible for clerk to enter into the budget for consideration at the workshop.
 
Budget Amendments: Tim moved to approve Budget Amendment #TB-2023-05-R.  Seconded by Wes.  Motion Carried.
 
Review Permits Issued by Douglas County: No Action Needed
 
Correspondence: No Action Needed
 
Public Comment:  Tim Haskins asked if the board had any issues with Lake Effect blacktopping the portion of Wasko Road by his property.  Bruce said that the portion owned by the Town of Bennett is actually farther down the road. The board had no problem with the blacktopping.
 
ADJOURNMENT: Being there was no further business, Tim moved to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Seconded by Wes. Motion Carried
 
Respectfully submitted,
Tamara Johnson, Town Clerk

